
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

WELCOME TO THE DECEMBER ISSUE OF 'CANE NEWS' 
 

In this issue..... 
Christmas office closure dates 

SSP interim arrangements 
Changes to the Davis Weatherlink App 

Rat baiting 
2,4-D permit 

2018/19 AGM re-cap 
Code of Conduct update 

Wills, PoA & estate info (with Bogie & Co Law) 
...... and more 

****************************** 

ARE YOU FOLLOWING US ON FACEBOOK? 

 
Be sure to 'like' our page to keep up to date with Proserpine cane industry news, 

events & information 

 

  

 

Canegrowers Proserpine wishes to advise our members that the office will close at 5pm 

on Friday 21st December, re-opening Monday 14th January, at 8.30am 

Sugar Services Proserpine will close at 4pm on Friday 21st December and re-open 

Monday 7th January. 

Should you require urgent assistance during this time, please phone 

Michael Porter - 0400 726 613. 

We'd like to take this opportunity to wish all of our members a very Merry Christmas and 

a safe and prosperous 2019.  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Canegrowers-Proserpine-113158212547595/


  

 

 

SSP INTERIM ARRANGEMENTS  

 

 

 

 

Last Friday was Peter Sutherland's final day of work at SSP. On behalf of the SSP and CANEGROWERS 
Board's, we thank Peter for his commitment and dedication over the past 12 years and wish him every 
success in his new role with Tully Cane Productivity Services. 
 
SSP has begun the difficult job of finding a replacement; an external recruitment agency is assisting with 
this task and we expect to commence interviewing suitable candidates early in the New Year. 

In the interim, Frank Millar has been appointed Acting Productivity Manager pending an 
announcement on a permanent replacement. Any productivity related enquiries should be directed to 
Frank Millar: 

(M) 0419 679 427 or alternatively, 

(E) frank.millar@sugarpros.com.au. 
 
The SSP offices will be unattended over the Christmas/New Year period, closing from Monday 
24th December 2018 and reopening Monday, 7th January 2019. 
 

  

DAVIS WEATHERLINK APP CHANGES TO WEATHERLINK 2.0  

The Davis Weatherlink application which has given access to SSP’s weather station 
readings via smartphone has been discontinued. The app has been replaced by 
Weatherlink 2.0, which has more functionality but can be a little less user friendly. It 
also does not have ET (evapotranspiration) figures like the old App had. 
  
How to access Weatherlink 2.0: 
 
Install Weatherlink 2.0 from your App store; you will need to Sign Up by creating a username and 
password at the start; write them down somewhere so you don’t forget, though you won’t need to 
type them in each time you access the App, only if you log out. This password will also allow you 
to log on to the Weatherlink website. Note: the default station that you see the first time will be in 
the USA. 
Once installed, you can allow the App to use your location to locate nearby weatherstations or, 
you can type in the names of our local stations. You will then have to tap the bookmark icon to 
save it as one of your favourites. 



 

• Bloomsbury 
• Cannonvalley 
• Glen Isla 
• Kelsey 
• Proserpine Foxdale 
• Proserpine Mill (Wilmar, not SSP station) 
• Six Mile Creek 
• Wandarra 

 The rainfall figure displayed on the home screen and at the top of the individual weatherstation 
screen is for the 24 hours leading up to the current time. To see the daily total (or historic records) 
for a station you must swipe to the bottom of the page and select the day you want. The 24 hour 
totals given here will be from midnight to midnight rather than the 9 to 9 that the BOM uses. 

 

If you wish to access evaporation data you will have to go to log on to the Weatherlink website: 
https://www.weatherlink.com/ This will allow you to see wind roses, evaporation, and other real 
time weather data and some limited historic data. 

                     
For more information or for assistance in setting this up call Christine Peterson 

on 4945 0516. 

 

 

https://www.weatherlink.com/


 

 

2,4-D REVISED PERMIT - DOWNWIND AERIAL SPRAY ZONES  

 

 

 

CANEGROWERS has been successful in achieving a review of the downwind aerial application spray 
permit for 2,4-D and an alteration to buffer zones set in October which made the application of 2,4-D 
difficult to manage in the Wet Tropics region. After working with CANEGROWERS, the Australian 
Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) has issued a new permit (PER87451) on the 
use of 2,3-D products in sugarcane. 
 
CANEGROWERS also worked with the Aerial Applicators Association of Australia (AAAA), which 
provided technical information on 2,4-D application, to assist the industry to reduce the buffer zone 
distances for aerial application. 
 
In addition, CANEGROWERS worked closely with district cane productivity service organisations to 
determine the most appropriate rates and methods of application. This information and the support of 
the AAAA has led to securing the new permit. Specifics of the permit are outlined below.  

 

 

DO NOT apply by aerial application unless the following requirements are met: 

• spray droplets not smaller than a VERY COARSE (VC) spray droplet size category. 
• release heights 3 metres or lower above the target canopy. 
• Application rate 1250 g ae/ha or lower (equivalent to up to 2 L/ha of 625g 2,4-D/L product) 
• minimum distances between the application site and downwind sensitive aquatic and wetland 

areas including aquacultural ponds, surface streams and rivers (see Aquatic ‘Downwind 
mandatory no-spray zone’ section of the following table titled ‘Buffer zones for aircraft) are 
observed. 

• minimum distances between the application site and downwind sensitive crops, gardens, 
landscaping vegetation, protected native vegetation or protected animal habitat (see Terrestrial 
‘Downwind mandatory no-spray zone’ section of the following table titled ‘Buffer zones for 
aircraft) are observed. The buffer zones provide guidance but may not always be completely 
protective of all agricultural crops 

          
 
This permit is in force from 27 November 2018 until 1 October 2019. 
 
For any further queries, please contact Matt Kealley or Dan Pickett at Canegrowers Brisbane: 
(07) 3864 6444. 
   

 



 

 

SRA: GROWING THE 'NEXT CROP' OF LEADERS IN THE AUSTRALIAN 

SUGARCANE INDUSTRY  

 

 

 

 

Australian sugarcane growers are invited to stand up and nominate themselves, or their 

peers, to participate in a brand new leadership development program. Called Next Crop, 

the program is an investment by Sugar Research Australia (SRA). SRA CEO Mr Neil 

Fisher said that developing future industry leadership has been identified as a priority 

through SRA’s five-year strategic plan and via ongoing engagement between SRA and 

the industry. 

“To continue to grow and prosper, our industry needs to increase our leadership capacity. This is more 

important than ever as the industry faces headwinds from depressed global sugar prices and other 

challenges,” Mr Fisher said. 

He said Next Crop is specific for the Australian sugar industry and will help emerging leaders build their 

skills and contribute to future leadership roles, delivering a benefit for the whole industry. In its first year, 

the program is being targeted at sugarcane growers, following industry consultation that there is a priority 

need to further build skills within this sector of the industry.  

“The future of our industry relies on ensuring we continue to develop and encourage new leaders to 

participate, collaborate, and have their voices heard. We want to increase the pool of people who are 

just as comfortable in meetings at local, regional or industry levels as they are in their own shed,” Mr 

Fisher said. The program is calling on growers of all backgrounds, ages and gender to nominate. 

“If you’ve ever wanted to step up to a leadership role, and believe you have the potential to do so, this 

is an opportunity to learn more about what makes you tick as a leader.” 

Next Crop is now open. SRA is seeking nominations from growers who are keen to build their leadership 

skills and take part in this innovative initiative. To learn more, visit www.nextcropleaders.com.   

Applications close on January 31. 
 

 

 

 

  

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/4eZIC81ZPkTON6zT1VB-L?domain=nextcropleaders.com


 

 

CANEGROWERS PROSERPINE & SSP 2017/18 AGM  

 

 

  

 

CANEGROWERS Proserpine and Sugar Services Proserpine conducted their joint Annual General 
Meeting on 23rd November. A good roll-up of growers and invited guests were provided with a re-cap 
of the 2017 crushing season and an analysis of the damage caused by the severe tropical cyclone 
which impacted the district prior to the start of the 2017 crush. 
 
SSP's guest speaker, Peter Larsen, Agricultural Productivity Manager at Wilmar Sugar, presented 
data from local and regional mill mud trials. 
 
Guest speaker for CANEGROWERS was Andrew Phipps, Marketing and Logistics Manager at QSL, 
who gave an informative presentation on some of the operational challenges encountered at the 
terminals, as well as an update on the current sugar market. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CODE OF CONDUCT DECISION GIVES GROWERS CONFIDENCE  

 

 

 

CANEGROWERS welcomes with relief the announcement that the Federal Government has accepted 
the recommendation of a review which concluded the Sugar Code of Conduct should be retained. 
 
"Since April 2017, this Code has helped to address the imbalance of power that exists when growers 
and milling companies sit at the negotiating table by laying out important guidelines for the conduct of 
negotiations," CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri said. 
 
"I thank every grower who participated in the review process and made sure the panel clearly 
understood how important the Code is for us. The distance between mills and the perishable nature of 
sugarcane once it is cut means growers cannot choose which milling company they supply with their 
crop and this puts mills in a powerful position." 
 
"The Code sits as a safety net in the background of our industry, preventing mills from abusing their 
monopoly in any district." 
 
"We thank the review panel and the Federal Government for understanding this reality in our industry." 
 
"We note and thank also the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission for emphasising the 
importance of the Code just as we were grateful for the unanimous recommendation of the Senate 
Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport References Committee that a Code was required." 
 
"No one in our industry should be fearful of this Code - it requires that each party acts reasonably, 
fairly and honestly without intimidation and provides for an arbitration mechanism if there's a 
deadlock." 
 
Working in parallel with the Queensland Sugar Industry Act, the Code also supports competition in the 
provision of sugar marketing services. 
 
"The Code's mechanisms for stability and security underpin grower confidence to continue to invest, to 
get on with the business of producing high quality export sugar for the global market and drive their 
regional economies" Mr Schembri said. 

   

 

CANEGROWERS 2019 ELECTION PROCESS  

 

 

 

The timetable has been set for the 2019 CANEGROWERS Election process. Held every three years, 
the elections are an opportunity for all members to elect Directors to sit on the board of their local 
CANEGROWERS district. CANEGROWERS Proserpine currently has 7 Directors that sit on the Board 
and all are coming up for re-election. 
 
Both men and women of all ages are encouraged to nominate. Following the election, the Board will 
elect a representative to sit on the CANEGROWERS Queensland Policy Council. 
 
Each CANEGROWERS Directors’ election is a democratic process. This year CANEGROWERS 
Proserpine will conduct their election locally. The election process will be finalised by Monday 15 April 
and the new Directors will take on their official duties from Wednesday 1 May. 
 
The first step is towards nomination is to contact the Proserpine office for a nomination form. 
 
Members are urged to ensure that their membership records are up to date. The official roll for each 
election is to be finalised by 5pm on Monday 18 February 2019. 

 



 

 

WILLS, POWER OF ATTORNEY & ESTATES.....with Bogie & Co. Law  

 

 

 

WILLS AND ESTATE ADMINISTRATION  

A great deal has been written about and will continue to be written about this subject. Some people have the 
view that the ultimate end is many years away and therefore a will can be written up later in life. This does 
not take into account the uncertainties of life. Other people find it difficult to face the ultimate reality and 
therefore defer any decision to make a will. 

A will is a legal document which provides for disposal of your assets on death. Such assets are referred to 
as your estate. Inevitably assets can change throughout lifetime and therefore the document deals with such 
assets in fairly general terms.  

A will deals with appointment of a person or people who will be responsible for administering an estate as 
well as making the ultimate decisions regarding funeral and other personal matters (your executors.)  

A will also deals with any specific bequests you choose to make, any pecuniary legacies to named parties 
including charities and then ultimately with disposal of the assets left (the residue.)  

A will can deal with appointment of guardians for children under 18 years of age.  

In certain cases, a will can also set up a trust for defined purposes which allows for payments over a period 
and then ultimately distribution of the fund.  

A well constructed will contains various powers given to the executors e.g. to make capital distributions to 
any beneficiaries under the age of 18 years for education and maintenance when the inheritance is not to be 
paid until that person reaches majority.  

The will also should deal with the funeral intentions of the person making the will.  

An experienced solicitor can make the process fairly straightforward. Frequently, a solicitor will be able to 
identify any problems with an estate and suggest helpful solutions. More complex estates involve a clear 
understanding of such things as legal structures, particularly in farming communities. Whilst Queensland 
Law does make provision for distribution of an estate when there is no will (intestacy), there is no guarantee 
that a person’s assets will be distributed in the way they would prefer.  

For anyone who already has a will, it is essential to ensure the will is updated on a change of circumstances 
such as marriage or divorce as well as entering or leaving a de facto relationship or civil partnership. Changes 
can also be necessitated on the birth of children or grandchildren, on a financial change of circumstances, if 
a beneficiary should pass away or in various other circumstances. Having a will is one way to ensure you 
deal with matters which can cause family problems at the end of the day. 

MANAGING DECEASED ESTATES 

If you are the executor in a deceased’s estate, you will be required to carry out the instructions of the 
deceased person according to their will or distribute that estate under the law of intestate succession if there 
is no will. In many cases, you will be required to obtain either a Grant of Probate or Letters of Administration 
from the Supreme Court. This gives you the power to collect and deal with the assets in the estate.  

A solicitor can assist you in:-  
• Working to identify the assets and liabilities in the estate;  
• Advising you as to how the will determines the treatment and distribution of those assets;  
• Advising you on the treatment and distribution of assets where there is no will;  
• Preparing an application to the Court and explaining the process to you;  
• Assisting you to give effect to the intentions of the deceased whether by converting the assets into 

cash or transferring specific assets to the beneficiaries;  
• Ensuring you complete the administration of the estate according to law; and  
• Protecting you, wherever possible, from claims by creditors or relatives of the deceased. 
  

DISCLAIMER 
This article contains information about wills and administration of an estate. The information is not advice, and should not be treated as such. You must not rely on 
the information in this article as an alternative to legal and financial advice from an appropriately qualified professional. If you have any specific questions about any 
legal and financial matters you should consult and appropriately qualified professional. 

 



 

 

ON-FARM AGRONOMY ADVICE FOR CANE FARMERS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proserpine cane farmers are invited to participate in an on-farm agronomy project which provides 
growers assistance with fertiliser management, improving fertiliser efficiency and identifying areas to 
improve profit from improved fertiliser use. While improving fertiliser use is a key priority, it is also just 
one piece of the picture, so whole farm assessments will be made to identify potential for improvements 
in weed control, irrigation management, and other factors specific to individual farms. 
 
By working with local agronomists from Farmacist, detailed farm management and planning advice will 
be provided to growers and this will be specific to their farming needs. 
 
Through involvement with the project growers will receive: a whole-farm nutrient plan; one-on-one 
extension to assist with agronomic decisions relating to weed and irrigation management or other factors 
influencing production; 2 free items (soil test, 10ha EM mapping, or a G-Dot soil moisture monitoring 
sensor); fertiliser box calibration; nutrient application data recorded in line with regulations; document 
and review of historical soil test data; Google Earth training; and Nutrient Management training. 
 
There is a $500 (GST exclusive) per farm cost to join the project and some selection criteria apply. It is 
important to remember that this cost is tax deductible and it will allow for on-farm planning and 
management to be maximized by growers working together with their agronomist. This project started 
in early 2018 and so far, 57 farms from the Central region have been involved. We are currently looking 
for another 50 farms to join the project. 
 
The project is funded through the Queensland Department of Environment and Science and is focused 
on agronomists working on-farm with growers to improve profitability. Numbers are limited so please call 
Che Trendell at Farmacist (0439 588 627) to register your interest. 

 



 

 

CLASSIFIEDS & NOTICES  

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Closing date for classified 

advertisements is the close 

of business of the first week 

of each month. 

Classifieds are free to 

Canegrowers members. 

Canegrowers Proserpine 

does not necessarily 

endorse products or 

services advertised in, or 

associated with the 

newsletter. 

 
  

 


